New Zealand | Once known

for backpacking and bungee

jumping, the country is
now attracting wealthier

visitors with its network of

luxury lodges. By Mark Jones

he four accountants wha'd

corye down from Nelson by

helicopter ta hove fish and

chips on the guay hac s

back hone. The Australian
Chinese famihy nest door had Ankhed
coaking the fish they'd caught in the bay
and the guys bn the publle campaive st
the end of the cove ha run out of beer
and finally fallen silent, | stood on the
balcoty of my cabln at the Bay of Many
Coves. The only sound was the Sound —
the waters of Gueen Charlotte Sound,
lapping against the pontoon, which,
with [ta white wprights and the white
yacht moared nearby, scemed to float in
pace against the flat, black bay,

S0 ended o blisshil clay in New Zealand
and a rather remarkable journey. In a
wieek | had crossed bebween North and
South Islands visiting some of the 51
properties that make up the Luxiry
Lodges of New Zealand. This ks a loose
association of places, owned by 3 variety
of owners from Wall Steeet billlonaires
1o third-generation families of rural
lnndlowners — and they are booming.

Omeeween byt many as a destination for
backpackers to hike, bike and bungee
jumg, Mew Zealand's profile i changing.
I 2004 the national touris board devel-
oped i “premium sector strategy” that
woudd appeal to the world's wealthiest
4080 year olids, It hoped to capitalise ai
a percelved refection of ostentatious -
wiy in lavesir of privacy, suthentkelty
and natural environments.

Already It has pald dividends: the
meanbers of Lory Lodges of New Zea
land saw revenues rise 22 per cent for
the six months o September 2005 com
pared to the previosis year. And rather
than shnply visithng one upmarket
lodge, they ase increasingly indubglng in
what is = genuinely — becoming known
as "lodge-hopplng”. You can hop, @ |
did, an internal flights and into rental
cars. You can hop on lerries. Or — i
you're really not serimpling = pod can
hap fram lodge to lodge i & hellcopeer;
they all have belipads.

Bates Incliade Brealdast, early evening
drinks and dinner, and range from
NZSB05 (£360) for & room at Hapiika
Lodge or NZ$12.075 for the owner's cot-

The marketing slogan
is as simple as it is
compelling: Stay where
the world can't find you'

tage at Mataknurl Lodge near Queens
toaen, where the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge stayed in 2004

I started in the North [sinnd, fiying
froey Aucklamd to Mapher, the east-coast
rown that was devastated by a huge
earthguake in 1931 It was rebullt
emtirely in the Art Decostyle and, Miami
Bench askde, there's no finer concentra:
tiom of that vernacular, Some 20 min
wites aut of town, the US billonaire and
hedge fund ploneer Jullan Robertson
aoquired 6,000 acres of farmland and
forest gazing over Hawke's Ray in 1995
(o wihsat lse ks described as “the cost of
# modest New York apartment®). In
2007 e opened an isolated lodge there
called The Farm al Cape Kldnappers,
run by hisson Jay:

There wre walking trails along barren
clifftaps and through wild meadows
with the prombse of spotting kiwis anl
tuals (e Former hasd; the Iatter oasy).
There's also what Golf Digest says is the
st coarse In Mew Zealand, The rooms
are what you'd expect o billlonaire with
taste and a care for heritnge to make ol a
19th-cemtury sheepahearer's larmhaouse,

From there | Hlew bo Queenstows, the
more or bess undisputed global capital of
adventure and adrenalin, On the out
akirts overlooking Lake Wakatlpu b
Azur Lodge, nine cabing (or villas, as
they prefer to be known) sprinkbed
down i steep slope. Inside: the trappings
of o contemparary chic hotel - white
wla;,lhephm,ﬂlrows.nl@:mda:ulp

tures, Agur b mot part of the lodges asso-
ciation for the simple reason that it
doesn't serve dinner; but Instead staff
will order fosd in from oneol the many
international restaurants nearby, [ was
as happy bere with my flalsburger from
Ferghaker and Amisficld Sauvignon
Elanc aswith any mesl on the trip.
Afver venturing further alield In
Otagn, inchuding Arrowtown, a village so
wweet, tree-lined and clapboarded it's
erylng out to be the setting of o harror
movie, | took the Milford Sound raad
eouth past the Remarkables ald felds,
through the paddocks and troat streama
o Te Anau and Fiordland Lodge. | hesl
tate to say Flordland 1s the humblest of
the lodges, although i is the cheapest
and most traditional of those | saw —
albeit boused kn o fine contemperary
tmber bailding with an asymmetrical
pitched roof set against & backdrop of

distant snowcapped peaks, B woan't the
bast roam but I8 was my favourite cook-
Ing of the trip. The classle, unfussy
dishes mich as grilled silmon and risotta
don't sound exciting, but they're just
what gueits — whether the helicopter
Ing classeeor not < want on a rural New
Fealand adventure.

The lodges are not just about fine
fand, soft mattresses and great views
bt absout the range of activithes and
experienced oifered, In the moralng, o
helicopter landed on Fiopdland’s front
lawn and whisked ug aver the lake and
uip the maamtakn te the Lusemore Hut o
monntaln refuge 1,085m above sea level
and one of the stopovers on the cele-
brated Kepler Track walking route,

1 was paided by Steve Norris, whe
rums local tour aperator Trips and
Tramps, and is also an unpasd checker
of stonk traps, Many of Now Zealand's
mative creatures hive struggled against
predators who arrived with human vig-
tars - dogs. cats, rats, rabbits, stoats and
their like — and the traps are anattempt
o comirol their aumbers, We descended
throngh blustery rain and baffeting
winds into sparkling sunny lakeland,

checking the traps as we went, We found
one dead stoat and two decomposing
ruts in the trape. This is 3 hopeful sign
for the kiwls and even raver tahakes,
therir eggs and their chicks — when they
[lrat lndd the traps, the haal would have
been five or six tmes thot. *Uniess,” as
ane laconic American tramper we mel
on the teail put i, “the stoats have
gotlen smarter”

From Quetnstown, a llight toolme ta
poor, hattered and broken Christch-
urch, Before the 2011 earthguake this
was known s the most genteelly Eng-
Tish of Mew Fealand cities, Naw, with {ts
cranes, wasteland parking lots and
hanrdings it bas the alr of an English
rewn that’s sill recovering from the
Luftwiffe. But the Msarance money is
beginning to flow st last, 1t will recover;
look at Mapicr,

An Bour’s drive to the south is Annaa-
chale, 3 codatnl farm that 1s boame to some
of the association’s most dramatic
pecommodation, Four separate, pri-
vate, houses are scatiered across a
4/ acre farm, each offeringa distinct
architectural style and what the owners
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Short cuts

Kitebidhel The Alpine ski racing seasan
hitw fts stride rect weokend with the
Hahmenkamem in Kitzbihel Austria,
argusbly the biggest event on fhe Werld
Cup tour. But this year has slso seen the
lwurchof 8 viry differant kind of toar,
with eerrts | which competitoes muse
race ug, rather than down, the meuntain,
Mary of the courses usad in the new
Viertical Up tour ¢ the same as those

Hahnankamm [#sef Competitors can
ehobie &y BolpFen? they wish —
touring skis, croas-country akis, splked
iy ehoes of srawshoes, Entry (€
o 10 all but be wistned courses are
g b 4.5km long, with an alfitude gain of
reare than 1000m. vertcal-umcom

London Alrparts sendng the Britiah
capital are amang the warld's wornst for

Uphill -E ﬂdng umnthe i
Vertical Up tour — s s

Teague ranks the 196 sirparts warldwide
1har have st ledst T seaty on departing
planas sach year, Lendon City perfanms
witll achlaving Ste position wirh B per
cend of Mights depariing of arfving
within 15 mirartes of schaduse, but the
capital's other siports fare poarky.
Haarhrow cames in ot 174 sul of T9e,
Lutan at 189 Stansied af 190 and
Gatwick at 192, Tha repart suggests

-!qurm -;;;n‘ﬁmlm;lﬂ o:l-!-l:hldull.

Tap slot goes to Osaka in Japan, with
T T CENY ORgCOM

Parls Alr France netired its linsl Besing
T4T this weak, after more than 45 yeans
uf flying the alreraft, The tast flight

tauchid dewr in Parts frem Mexico City
o Mondiy. d members of the public
ate being offersd fours of rhe plane thic

call “gumbost lury”, They rangs from
the five-bedroam Homestead, a hand-
soane colenlal-style farmibonse budlt in
the 1880s to Seascape, i dramatic glass-
wnlbed retreat just for two, Surrcanded
by bl andd faclng Use sea, Serubby Bay
Is & relaed and secluded beach house,
iudeal for gatherings of up to 14, complete
with swimming pool and outdoor hot
tub, Annadale's marketing slogan is as
wimmple as it is compelling: "Stay where
the workd gt find you®,

Head north fram Christchurch and
three hours on the road brings you to
Kaikoura, 3 small tosen an a bay, whose
codd, rich waters support sperm whales,
seals, secasional sroas, dolphins, alba-
trosses; and hence shaals of tourists,

Juest e thiie coast, the tree houses of
Hapulu Lodge appeared between the
enountaing and sea. | wish | had the
wpice o tedl the story of the Wilson fam-
[y, fivn gomer: mx of architects wha
made thelr way In 8an Prancisco and
cume back to create this delightful
place, it's alse one of those Mew Zealand
envirarments that throws the unwary
Enrapean: your eyes settle on a pattern
of ssocky feldiand hills, sofamiliar to
travelbers in Srotland or North Wales;
o then = whast? < totars trees, wheld
ponga tresberns, pobiutukawa dowers.

For all the epée Middle Earth wonders
of the mountainous west, the drive
alony the coast rond to Blenheim and
thé far north of the South 1stand i the
most maghcal: the turgueise and agisa-
marine expanse of the Pacific to your
right, the goliden hills of the wine lands
rippling in the wind aovd sun ahead,

At Picton yeu leave your car and take
a boat through Queen Charlotte Sound
to the Bay of Many Coves, where this
atary began and ends. The lodge has
been transformed by Murray McCiw,
chairaof Luxury Lodges of New Zeakand,
and hls wife Ebaine, Aftor @ cireer n the
muotor industry, ITand doing corparate
murnroands, Marmay has settled foralile
wiere lve can indiilge his passion for
photographing birds, wine tasting. play
Ingg Seoanish folk songs, organising opern
festhvals wnd chatting to people like me
abostt what this particular aspect of Mew
Zealard tourksm has to offer.

Over dinner and in Increnslngly volu
ble debate abaut wine matching we
wresthed with a phrase codned by my
tomr aperator to sell the bodges: “hoory
with » conscience”, To me it sounded
Ike “"puritanical decadence® ar
“respansible hedonivm”, and on mry trip
1 sensed some awkwardness around it
Lusury, the word and the idea, doesn't
thirfve well in these far southern islands.

True, there are Pradas and Louks Vult
ton an Auckland’s Queen Street, but
even their most loysl customers from
Hong Kong and Beljing aren't bere for
the shapping. They're hers to ent aba-
Tome, see klds graduate, eye up 2 water
algle npartment, try some wines and (il
their bodies with clean air and water.

Within the Joclges' 2ssociation there's
a select gronp of “super lodges" (ol
which Cape Kidnappers is one), with
more privacy, & higger room, mane dar
Iy architecture and higher thread
count an your sheets. But I'd still recom-
mend trying the full range: and don’t
forget the real lnxuries the fodges affer
~ the trampy, the wikdlife, the heart
breaking views = are open toeveryone.

from fleets worldwide, Japsn Airlines,
Alr Wew Zagland and Singaporne Alrlines
have alroady retined ther final 747s;
Dol s dua ta foliow sult in 2077,

Bur despite Air France's move, ather
Europesn flag carrlers show no sign af
ancing the lcrg relatanships with the
olane, Lufrhansa st has 52 in ifs Reet
Deivigh Alrways has 43 ared i investing
I modernizing helr (meriors.



